
LODI CITY COUNCIL 
SHIRTSLEEVE SESSION 

CARNEGIE FORUM, 305 WEST PINE STREET 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2009  

 

 
An Informal Informational Meeting ("Shirtsleeve" Session) of the Lodi City Council was held 
Tuesday, November 17, 2009, commencing at 7:02 a.m.  
 
Present:    Council Member Hitchcock, Council Member Johnson, Mayor Pro Tempore Katzakian, 
Council Member Mounce, and Mayor Hansen 
Absent:     None 
Also Present:    City Manager King, City Attorney Schwabauer, and City Clerk Johl 
 

 

 
City Manager King briefly introduced the subject matter of the operational/financial report for 
Hutchins Street Square. 
 
Community Center Director Jim Rodems provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the 
operational/financial report for Hutchins Street Square (HSS). Specific topics of discussion 
included HSS background, three-year budget comparison, 2008/2009 budget target, 2008/2009 
budget actuals, deficit items, corrective fiscal measures, program areas, facility visits and uses, 
revenue comparison by area, art and specialty classes, art and event coordination, performing 
arts center, senior center, senior center programs, Lodi Memorial Hospital programs, pool, pool 
programs, challenges for 2009/2010, and goals for 2009/2010. 
 
In response to Council Member Hitchcock, Mr. Rodems stated the reasoning for the one-third 
split for the director position to parks, recreation, and community center is because there are 
three divisions and this is mainly for budget allocation purposes. Mr. King stated parks is funded 
by the General Fund, recreation is funded partially by fee generation, and there is also an ability 
to charge a quarter each to parks and recreation and one-half to HSS. 
 
In response to Mayor Hansen, Mr. Rodems stated the workload is consistent with the two-thirds 
divide on the parks and recreation side versus one-third at HSS. Mr. King stated it is also 
consistent with where revenue is available and there is less impact on the General Fund. 
 
In response to Council Member Hitchcock, Mr. Rodems stated there is additional fee generation 
for the pool operations to cover costs associated with shifting pool operations to the recreation 
side. Mr. King stated the option to the pool operation losing money is to cut services or provide a 
greater allocation to those services from the General Fund.  
 
In response to Mayor Hansen, Mr. Rodems stated most cities have one aquatics coordinator to 
manage the pool operations. Mr. Rodems stated there are multiple uses of the pool through 
classes and rentals and the pool operations are becoming more cost effective. 
 
In response to Council Member Johnson, Mr. King stated the programs and uses of the pool at 
HSS have stayed the same and the primary difference is efficiency in costs mainly with the 
aquatics positions. 
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In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Katzakian, Mr. Rodems stated the current debt service is 
$662,520. 
 
In response to Mayor Hansen, Mr. Rodems stated the 11,000 figure reflects about 5,000 to 6,000 
people who utilize multiple classes and programs. 
 
In response to Council Member Hitchcock, Mr. Rodems stated of the 607 figure 242 are City 
uses and usage is generally not down but more level. 
 
In response to Council Member Johnson, Mr. Rodems stated departments are charged a set-up 
fee, which covers the basic costs incurred for the event. Mr. King stated his understanding is that 
the way information is kept on City uses has changed and City usage has not increased 
per se. Mr. King stated the Sandhill Crane Festival is an example of a partnership event that 
would be considered a City use. He stated the City Council may want to establish some sort of a 
formula with specific criteria for future City usage. 
 
In response to Council Member Mounce, Mr. Rodems stated entities that use the facility without 
being charged include the Arts Foundation, various committees and commissions, and 
departments. Council Members Mounce and Hitchcock requested a copy of a list showing paying 
and non-paying entities that use the HSS facility. 
 
In response to Council Member Hitchcock, Mr. Rodems stated the marketing and advertising is 
done through the Arts Coordinator position. 
 
Discussion ensued between Mayor Hansen, Mr. King, and Mr. Rodems regarding the balance 
between City needs, community needs, paying customers, and maximizing uses for all in 
accordance with timing and space available. 
 
In response to Council Member Hitchcock, Mr. Rodems stated class uses are generally 
booked four months out and Mondays through Wednesdays are the lower use days to allow for 
additional classes. He stated the contracts reflect that there is some flexibility with classes being 
moved based on events in the building. 
 
In response to Mayor Hansen, Mr. Rodems stated the 11,000 number is closer to the single 
person user with respect to the Senior Center usage.  
 
In response to Mayor Hansen, Senior Services Coordinator Ann Areida-Hintz stated the 20 
volunteers include health insurance counselors, volunteer instructors, group facilitators, tax 
consultants, and others. 
 
In response to Mayor Hansen, Mr. Rodems stated Camp Hutchins is offered before, during, and 
after school hours. Mr. King stated there is a contract with Lodi Memorial Hospital for the space 
and the program has evolved into a subsidized daycare program for three-year olds. He 
stated the Council may wish to consider the purpose of the evolved program and the costs 
associated with the same. Mr. Rodems stated it is a break-even program offered primarily as a 
service and the program does not make money. 
 
In response to Mayor Hansen, Mr. Rodems stated the HSS facility is fairly competitive with other 
venues in the area and the City is well-positioned for the next few years for usage. 
 
In response to Council Member Johnson, Mr. Rodems stated the fundraiser for the pool 
renovations is based on a capital outlay of $190,000 for the pool, the fundraiser will recapture that 
amount, and the Foundation’s goal is to address the needs of the facility on a individualized need 
basis. 
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In response to Mayor Hansen, Mr. King stated that, with respect to the Geweke electronic sign 
board usage for advertising purposes, staff can follow-up with the ability to use the same. 
 
In response to Council Member Hitchcock, Mr. Rodems stated cable television advertising is cost 
prohibitive based on the seating numbers in the facility.  
 
In response to Council Member Hitchcock. Mr. Rodems stated the numbers are reflective of 
actual costs and the issue is one of moving the numbers to make the financials work while 
continuing to provide the service.  
 
Myrna Wetzel spoke in favor of continued advertising in newspapers and suggested advertising 
on the less expensive television channels.  
 

 
None. 
 

 
No action was taken by the City Council.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 a.m.  
 
 

C. Comments by Public on Non-Agenda Items

D. Adjournment

ATTEST:  
 
 
Randi Johl 
City Clerk
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